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                            Abstract

The article analyzes the role of protest songs in ideological battles and social mobilization in Poland in the 1970s and 1980s. Political opposition was often expressed through songs; their most important sources included the Catholic Church, workers, students, political cabarets, rock musicians, and scouting troops. Songs chipped away at the edifice of official propaganda and ideological strictures. They created a multitude of cultural clues and points of reference to help define a societal sense of common identity, the injustice the community suffered, and the need for social mobilization to remedy the undesirable situation. The songs made a difference by offering a "natural" way to distribute elements of any tentative agreement among potential adherents of a movement. They aggregated, reinforced, and propagated common symbols and beliefs that allowed movement participants and leaders construct effective action frames. They also helped influence an independent public discourse through framing the issues.
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