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Humanity has long wondered about the nature of ultimacy. Why does the world exist? What are the necessary conditions for its existence? In the history of Western philosophy, many have proposed answers to such questions. One thinks of Plato's theory of Forms, Hegel's idealism, and—especially for readers of this journal—Whitehead's process metaphysics. Each of these philosophers belongs to what Andrew Davis calls the axianoetic tradition, which upholds the ultimacy of Value (axia) and Mind (noētikos). Axianoetic thinkers thus maintain “that something, and perhaps someone, ultimately mind-like and of immeasurable value” is a necessary notion to explain “the possibility, character, and reason for all existence” (2). This approach to ultimacy inspires Davis's fascinating study in Mind, Value, and Cosmos, which brings Whitehead into conversation with two contemporary idealists: John Leslie, who defends a form of pantheism, and Keith Ward, who argues for a type...
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