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                            Abstract

 a new era of public protest began in 1999 with the Seattle World 
Trade Organization (WTO) demonstrations, and continued through 
the 2011 Occupy Wall Street protests and the 2013 Gezi 
Park insurrection in Istanbul. This new era of demonstrations 
differed from movements that had come before in the understanding 
of politics employed by the protesters, reconstructing 
popular imaginations about the future, bringing about a 
reconsideration of politics, its domain, and time itself. This 
article investigates the Occupy Gezi movement that began 
in Gezi Park and led to the occupation of Istanbul’s Taksim 
Square. I examine the events through Hannah Arendt’s analysis 
of the Hungarian Revolution. Arendt’s five criteria for evaluating 
the status of the Hungarian Revolution as a “true event” 
help shed light on the politics of Occupy Gezi (Arendt, 
“Totalitarian Imperialism” 5). In spite of the two movements’ 
similarly unprecedented, spontaneous, non-ideological, and 
un-hierarchical characters, the Gezi Park protests differed 
from the Hungarian Revolution in important ways. This is 
particularly true of the reaction of the protesters to the violence 
to which they were exposed. In refusing to react in 
kind to the state’s violence, the Gezi Park protesters created 
a new public domain for confronting the state. It is possible 
to consider this movement to have been an anti-violent 
rather than a non- or counter-violent resistance. Important  political conclusions follow from this distinction. 
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