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The self-publishing book market exploded in the twenty-first century, and by 2020 roughly 1.7 million books were self-published in the US.1 What value do these books hold for scholars? As an editor, I often hesitate (or refuse) to review them, and when I do, I tend to review with the same critical eye that I use for academic books, meaning I focus on such things as quality of sources and documentation, verisimilitude, contributions to the literature as well as readability. But because self-published authors are seldom academics, and usually not even professional writers, I am uncomfortable using these same criteria for reviewing their books.
The problem is that self-publishing has no vetting process (e.g., no peer-reviews or editorial review boards). As such, the quality of the writing and talent varies wildly among the self-published. But perhaps even a dilettantish manuscript holds some value for scholars of the Polish diaspora...
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