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Recently I completed a two-year term as president of the Polish American Historical Association—my second, following one that ended a decade ago—and it is customary for an outgoing president to deliver a presidential address at the banquet ending the annual meeting of the Association that marks his or her departure from that office, summarizing the main themes of the previous two years in the activities of the society, and to have those remarks published here in the pages of Polish American Studies, the PAHA journal. But truth in advertising obliges me to confess that this is a “presidential address” in ironic air quotes only. It is composed after the fact. I never delivered these remarks, or anything like them, at the 79th yearly PAHA conference in Philadelphia in January 2023, for the simple reason that too much else of more stimulating nature was going on to leave time or...
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