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When presidents leave office, a first challenge is to decide how they will spend what could be the anticlimactic rest of their lives. Taft taught at Yale and later became chief justice of the Supreme Court. Many, like Jimmy Carter, devoted themselves to philanthropy. Most continued to at least dabble in politics. Only sixty-three when he left office, George W. Bush turned to book writing and, later, oil paints.
Bush's fourth book and the second product of his post-presidential brush (the first was Portraits of Courage: A Commander in Chief's Tribute to America's Warriors), [2017]) is a beautiful, lavishly illustrated volume titled Out of Many, One: Portraits of America's Immigrants. Written and produced, according to the acknowledgements, with the assistance of over three dozen individuals (including three art instructors who taught Bush how to paint), the book consists of capsule biographies and color portraits of forty-three immigrants (the...
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