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As a young graduate student at Claremont, I was excited to meet Jan Shipps when she came to deliver a public lecture on Mormonism on campus. A few of us graduate students were asked to bring her to the event from her hotel room on the evening of the lecture. My overall impression of her was that she was down to earth, funny, and quick. And perhaps a little intimidating. I noticed that she was able to talk to anyone about anything and, at the same time, command the room when needed. After reading the biography of Jan Shipps by Gary Shepherd and Gordon Shepherd, I now understand that this is quintessentially who she is.
Shepherd and Shepherd have done a nice job of pulling together a portrait of Shipps's life and, at the same time, a window into the early stages of Mormon studies as a bona fide subdiscipline...
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