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Ezra Taft Benson, to those of us who study the joint impact of overlapping belief systems of religion and conspiracy theories on politics, personifies the implications of these beliefs not only within his lifetime but within contemporary times as well. In Watchman on the Tower, Matthew L. Harris provides insight into Benson and his thinking. Using Benson's personal correspondence, speeches, and public writings, Harris creates an image of a man significantly influenced by his faith and his life experiences.
Focused on three pivotal periods of Benson's life, the book takes the reader on a journey through the various changes of his political beliefs, religious obligations and responsibilities, and how he eventually interpreted the world through a conspiratorial lens. The author argues that Benson's mission to war-torn Europe after World War II, his eight years in the Eisenhower administration, and his years of affiliation with the John Birch Society led...
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