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Benjamin E. Park'sKingdom of Nauvoo integrates social, cultural, and political history to explain how the Mormon movement sought to build a community of believers on the western frontier and how the experiment at Nauvoo ultimately failed. This experiment, a radical reinvention of Christianity based on the revelations of a charismatic religious figure—Joseph Smith—and the building of a community of like-minded believers, reveals much about the history of the early American republic. Kingdom of Nauvoo shows how Smith's church evolved in the context of early nineteenth-century America and how the structure of early American society struggled to deal with movements like Mormonism.
Park argues that the Nauvoo experiment shows not only the “radicalism of the early Mormons, but also the tenuousness of the American experiment” (6). Historians of early American religion have focused plenty on the former, but only recently have scholars explored the connections of the Mormon experience to...
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