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If you are looking for a quick takeaway from this review, here it is: I have never read a better book about Mormon scripture, and maybe not about any scripture from any religious tradition. The book is meticulously researched, both critical and sympathetic, but never apologetic nor debunking. The author aims to understand, laying out the origins and textual history of the Pearl of Great Price and its significance, both in the development of Mormon theology and as a tool for understanding Joseph Smith's prophetic vocation.
For the author, the title page shows this: Terryl Givens with Brian M. Hauglid. The acknowledgments, all written in the first person singular, offer this explanation: “The conception behind this book was Brian Hauglid's. His work with the Book of Abraham, its controversies, and its textual history was an important element in its composition” (vii). I understand this to mean that Givens is responsible...
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