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Margarito Bautista was born in 1878 in Atlautla, Mexico, a small farming community tucked into the folds of the Popocatépetl volcano in the state of Mexico. Even today, the community remains small, with fewer than thirty thousand people in 2010. Bautista's father was a farmer and respected community member, serving at one time as municipal president. Elisa Eastwood Pulido provides no occupation for his mother, whom she describes as “pure Nahua” (50). Margarito Bautista converted to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1901, moved to the Mormon colonies in Northern Mexico, and became a volunteer evangelizer. His time in the colonies was formative. Throughout his life, Bautista was attracted to the ideal of a religious colony and considered polygamy central to his understanding of the faith, even after the LDS Church had denounced the practice. Pulido places Bautista within the context of the Latter-day Saint teachings to...
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