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David Walker'sRailroading Religion: Mormons, Tourists, and the Corporate Spirit of the West tells the riveting story of how the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints won the battle not only to define what the railroad would mean in Utah but also to locate the junction and stations that would have a definitive impact on development near the Great Salt Lake. Through well-executed bureaucratic maneuvers, Brigham Young and other church leaders secured the construction of a railroad infrastructure that they calculated would best serve church interests.
Then, in subsequent years, a diverse array of Mormons engaged with the resulting tourist development—from guidebooks to bathing grounds to theaters—thus putting Mormonism into secular discourse in a way that was as much to the future advantage of the church as not. Walker offers Utahn rail tourism as a case study in secularism in the making. Neither the modernizing force of the railroad...
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