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W. Paul Reeve opens the statement of purpose on the Century of Black Mormons's “About” page by capturing the mainstream media and pop culture commentators’ disbelief that a population of Black Mormons exists. In statements culled from sources during the 2012 US presidential election with Mitt Romney, a White Mormon, running against the reelection of Barack Obama, an African American Protestant, comedians describe Black Mormons as “mythical creatures” and news broadcasters speculate there may be “between 500 to 2,000.” In actuality, according to a 2009 Pew Research Study that Reeve references, the estimated Black Mormon population is between sixty thousand and one hundred eighty thousand (“About”). Whether for laughs or in a display of historical misunderstanding, this disbelief points to a larger issue in our society and education system: the legacy of burying the histories of Black people.
Fortunately, the proliferation of digital collection websites dedicated to historical records of...
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