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Taylor G. Petrey'sTabernacles of Clay: Sexuality and Gender in Modern Mormonism uses a word that has an activist past and an electric capacity. This is a word also worn out by its bandying; it is a word perhaps nearing retirement. That word is queer.
Tabernacles of Clay is not a book about queer life. It is not a book with any people who call themselves queer, or think within the traditions of queer political activism, or who articulate feelings of queer temporality, queer kinship, or queer emplacement. It is not a book written in a queer way or arguing for new methods for queer epistemology. But it is a book that, for its author, needs queer thought to exist. Thinking about what this term is doing for Petrey and for his description of gender in modern Mormonism focuses what follows. I begin with trepidation and complicity: it is...
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