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There was recent publicity in Utah press about the new Mormon temple that will be built in Bengaluru, India (known as Bangalore until 2014), the first temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the country. There was a groundbreaking ceremony in December 2020, yet a survey of leading English-language newspapers in India reveals that this event was not widely reported. It was certainly not as widely reported as the groundbreaking of another temple in August 2020: the Ram Mandir, or the Ram Temple, which has been a violently contentious issue in India for the last three decades or so. Demolition of an ancient mosque in 1992 to build a temple, fiery deaths of dozens of Hindu pilgrims and kar sevaks in Godhra, and the subsequent anti-Muslim pogrom in Gujarat in 2002—thousands of casualties in these violent conflicts—raise traumatic private and public memories associated with building of...
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