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john corrigan begins religious intolerance, america, and the world with the premise that the American past has been more characterized by religious intolerance and persecution than by tolerance and harmony, particularly of marginal groups. Even as Americans have “congratulated themselves” (2) on religious freedom as an exceptional ideal in the early republic, “religious violence came early and often as colonial New Englanders executed a series of devastating military campaigns against Native Americans” (3). Protestants later turned their persecutions to other undesirable religious minorities, including Catholics and Latter-day Saints.
This is also more than a religious history: it is a history of remembering and forgetting the trauma of religious violence. Corrigan characterizes Americans’ periodic and persistent lapses in religious toleration as examples of forgotten memory because “their religious violence and all that it implied was too painful to face” (3). This is a history of how America's Protestant majority influenced US...
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