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over the past several years, from botched festivals to forged religious documents, stories of fraud and exploitative business practices have illuminated our screens. LuLaRich is one of the more recent contributions to US audiences’ fascination with scams. The four-part documentary explores the social, economic, cultural, and religious intersections of family and community in the US through interviews with current and former “independent fashion retailers,” employees, commentators, and DeAnne and Mark Stidham, cofounders of LuLaRoe.
LuLaRich begins with a conversation between the Stidhams. Off-camera, DeAnne directs Mark to fix the brightly colored rug in the center of the room. Shortly after, an assistant, Julia, steps in to help. The scene is a fitting metaphor for LuLaRoe: it is all about the appearance of stability. LuLaRoe grew exponentially during its first few years, amassing over a billion dollars in revenue as the multi-level marketing company (MLM) sold brightly colored leggings and...
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