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Almost two years before I was baptized a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Harold B. Lee passed away on December 26, 1973. At that time, I knew very little about him other than he had been prophet and president and that his death at age seventy-four was unexpected. He had served for only about a year and a half, an unusually short time from a historical perspective.
Later, when I began researching the Great Depression era in Utah, I became acquainted with Lee's critical role in the development and management of the Church Security Plan, later termed the Church Welfare Plan. I also became aware of his crucial role in the restructuring of the institutional church's auxiliaries and programs through centralized correlation under priesthood direction. But I still knew little else about his personality, his family, or of his broader public and church service. Gradually,...
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