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Since its founding, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has tried (and continues to try) to find a balance between introversion and extroversion, seeking, at times, to reach out to the world or finding comfort and protection in bunkering down in the mountain valleys of the West, “our desert home.” Put another way, it has struggled to know if it should stand out or stand in.1 Moreover, while embracing its status as peculiar, it has also—actively and at times uncomfortably—sought to fit in by shedding its unique peculiarities. Similarly, at the center of what is called “Mormon art” is a conflict of trying to create work that attempts to capture the quintessence of the Latter-day Saint ethos and experience, while, at the same time, trying to fit in within a larger Christian context.
To understand this dynamic more fully, this essay explores the interwoven trajectories of the...
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