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Atlanta-based indie record label Dust-to-Digital has released the complete recorded works of Blind Alfred Reed, one of the largely unsung heroes of the early days of recorded country music, and one of the earliest recorded songwriters in the genre. Reed is not exactly obscure—he recorded at the famed Bristol Sessions, and his songs have been recorded by Bruce Springsteen, Ry Cooder, and others, so enthusiasts of old-time music will recognize his name and perhaps his sound. His complete recordings have not been available in one place until now. Producer and liner note author Ted Olson, who has, in the last decade, produced landmark box set collections on the Bristol, Johnson City, and Knoxville Sessions among others, considers Reed a sage. He writes in the notes that Reed possessed in his songwriting “an intense and fearless social vision” and that Reed's songs “seek to venture beyond the shadowy world of injustices,...
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