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Matthew Calarco surveys the history of philosophic thought on animals in The Boundaries of Human Nature: The Philosophical Animal from Plato to Haraway. Reimagining the traditional question of what human beings are, Calarco questions what animals are, speculating on how human-animal relationships could change in the future to be “more respectful and joyful” (p. viii). To accomplish this task, Calarco imagines philosophers from all time periods addressing contemporary ecological events, figures, and concerns. In the first chapter, Plato speaks on the fires that were set in the Amazon rain forest to convert acreage to land suitable for the farming and ranching of cattle; in the second chapter, Aristotle grapples with primatologist Jane Goodall on the question of whether animals wonder; and in the third chapter, Diogenes meets Timothy Treadwell, American bear enthusiast and filmmaker, for a discussion of what it means to live apart from human society. Throughout the...
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