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In late August 2021, three zebras escaped an exotic animal breeding operation in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. Their ability to elude capture for several weeks led some to speculate that the zebras could establish a free-living herd, much like the horses of nearby Assateague Island. One zebra, however, died in a snare trap while attempting to reenter the property not long after escaping, and the two remaining zebras were lured back with food in December. An investigation found that the manager of the breeding operation had accumulated more than 100 violations of the Animal Welfare Act over the past decade, each a documented instance of animal cruelty.
While regional, national, and even international news framed the zebras’ escape and subsequent journey around Prince George's County as a lighthearted story about the shenanigans of three ornery animals that were lucky enough to stumble through a hole in a fence, Sarat Colling's Animal...
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