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In Teaching Fairy Tales, Nancy Canepa has assembled articles from a mix of fairy-tale and non-fairy-tale scholars with the goal of providing “concrete and practical ideas for bringing fairy tales into the [college] classroom” (p. 5). Comprised of articles describing the authors’ personal classroom experiences and teaching methods and materials, the book promises to “offer teachers a variety of approaches, informative materials, and instruments for navigating the central issues of fairy-tale studies and for creating and teaching meaningful and innovative course [sic] or units on the fairy tale” (p. 4). This promise remains largely unfulfilled due to the narrow range of approaches actually presented.
Teaching Fairy Tales begs the question: “Who is the intended audience?” Pauline Greenhill suggests that it is for “students and faculty not trained in fairy-tale studies” (back cover), but one wonders how and why anyone not trained in fairy-tale studies, student or faculty,...
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