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Mardi Gras proved to be a critically important cultural and social litmus test for the survival of New Orleans after Katrina. Mardi Gras is more than a party in the street. It is a profound expression of community solidarity and identity. As early as the 2006 season, just a few months after the flooding, community leaders throughout the city understood that if New Orleans was to have a chance to recover, they had to manage some sort of Mardi Gras. Fi-Yi-Yi Chief Victor Harris articulated this understanding in the documentary Tootie's Last Suit (2009): 
People say they were gonna cancel Mardi Gras, or there wasn't gonna be a carnival, or there shouldn't be a carnival. But I said, “Why shouldn't there be a carnival?” And I said, “They'll never be able to cancel Mardi Gras, not in our community.”


In the same documentary, Mandingo Warriors member Collins “Coach” Lewis hammered...
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