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Lover's Leap tales in the American Midwest exist in areas with the appropriate geographical features (tall cliffs or waterfalls) and local communities to populate the story's cast of characters. Leland Payton and Crystal Payton have been photographing the Ozark Mountain region for at least 50 years, documenting a range of Lover's Leaps, along with their other interests, within the local natural environment. The research for this book grew out of their larger interest in the connections between regional history and the environment as a way for them to contextualize patterns they had found within the collected stories and ephemera. The authors wanted their book to demonstrate not only the dissemination of the tales from their original Romantic European origins, but also how these stories could be used to discuss American geography.
The book is divided into chapters, predominantly organized by geographical region. The narrative starts along the Mississippi. This region...
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