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In Folk Illusions: Children, Folklore, and Sciences of Perception, K. Brandon Barker and Claiborne Rice present a detailed structural and morphological analysis of folk illusions. Specifically, they make a compelling case for the inclusion and creation of folk illusions as its own genre of vernacular cultural practices. Combining more than 8 years of multi-site research to observe performances and collect remembrances from children (of different age groups), college students, and even adults, Barker and Rice argue that folk illusions “present an excellent opportunity for the situated, socially, contextualized study of perception” (p. 4). The authors define folk illusions “as traditionalized verbal and/or kinesthetic actions performed in order to effect an intended perceptual illusion for one or more participants” (p. 4). But, as folk illusions depend on how the body engages and perceives the illusions, the authors argue that their research and approaches must be likewise interdisciplinary. In this regard,...
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