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Because it mostly covers so much familiar territory, this book's title, A New History of American and Canadian Folk Music, is misleading primarily because there is not much “New” here. Weissman largely recounts well-known information about the usual suspects: the importance of Alan Lomax, the impact of the 1950s/1960s “folk revival,” the rise of folk festivals, and so on. The “Canadian” suggests a new geographic perspective on this expansive topic—most books encompassing folk music in North America stop at the Canadian border. However, the Canadian perspective is disappointingly meager. Only one 14-page chapter, “Meanwhile, Back in Canada,” focuses on this vast country to the north of the United States. I can only imagine that someone at Bloomsbury said, “Hey, Dick, if you want to include Canada in the title, you have to have at least one chapter set there.” Unfortunately, the Canadian content in the book is scant and...
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