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Artist Nicario Jiménez Quispe is from the Ayacucho region of Peru, where four folk art traditions coexist: stonework in alabaster or Huamanga stone, engraved mates (gourds or squashes), religious paintings, and retablos (painted votive offerings). Grand masters in these four traditions have occasionally stood out, many of them founding family-owned workshops that keep the tradition alive to this day and, in some cases, have evolved over time and broken across borders. This is the case with Jiménez Quispe, about whom the book offers essays by Carol Damian, Michael J. LaRosa, and Steve Stein, with accompanying full-color illustrations.
Carving the Huamanga stone is a tradition that began during the Colonial Era with the discovery in mines of this type of white alabaster—very soft and easy to carve. Early carvings were religious, particularly depicting the Baby Jesus, Virgins, and Christs, before evolving to more profane imagery, especially national motifs or copies of...
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