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The book's theme is concisely contained in the opening statement: “In this book I am concerned with folktales . . . not with literary fairy tales like those by Andersen or Collodi, nor with the cinematographic transpositions like those of Walt Disney. This is an anthropology book, not of literary criticism” (p. 11; emphasis added; translation by the reviewer). In this volume, Glauco Sanga combines years of expertise in various fields (folklore, sociolinguistics, and historical anthropology) to offer a novel reading of the classic subject of folktales. Although the book's many examples come from the Italian repertoire, Sanga's insights go far beyond narrow national borders. One preliminary warning: the book is structured in such a way that it begins with a markedly didactical framework to progressively reveal a deeper theoretical intent. It does so without losing internal coherence, but it may take the reader aback at first.
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