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Toward the end of the nineteenth century, an immigrant fiddler named Ole Hendricks graced the dancehalls of Elbow Lake, Minnesota, rosin flying from his bow as he played a lively quadrille or reinlender—two of many types of dance tunes found within his handwritten musical notebook. How lucky we are that this notebook eventually made its way into the hands of Amy M. Shaw, who has written a rich historical and cultural case study of Norwegian-American musical life in the Upper Midwest based on its contents. Part biography, part critical edition, Ole Hendricks and His Tunebook invites readers to partake in a folklorist's journey to discover the life, community, and practices of this talented, yet fairly unknown Norwegian American fiddler through deep examination of his tunebook. It is an extraordinary undertaking of oral history, textual analysis, and musical exploration that highlights the author's deep curiosity and archival expertise.
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