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In An Intimate Economy: Enslaved Women, Work, and America's Domestic Slave Trade, Alexandra J. Finley reconstructs the connections between the domestic, economic, and sexual labor that enslaved women performed in the making of the domestic slave trade in the antebellum American South. Finley uncovers the experiences of a small group of enslaved women to explore how bondswomen's work propelled the economy of slavery at the height of the internal slave trade. In a journey that starts in Richmond, Virginia, and weaves through the cotton South to New Orleans, Louisiana, Finley delves into the ineluctable relationship between the domestic slave trade and enslaved women's labor, illuminating the complexities of Black women's lives as concubines, seamstresses, housekeepers, and maids. She argues that it was enslaved women who completed the essential work that kept slave traders wealthy and kept the slave trade functioning through the antebellum and Civil War eras. Through deploying...
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