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In this lucid and engaging book, Elizabeth Jemison examines how three different groups—newly free African Americans, their northern missionary allies, and proslavery white Confederates—drew on scripture to construct and defend competing visions of citizenship, the social order, and politics in the decades following the Civil War. Black Christians, she argues, insisted that the Bible prohibited racial discrimination in church, state, and society. With the passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the US Constitution, African Americans could also assert their claims to equal citizenship under the law. Although they denied that education and moral propriety were prerequisites to exercising their God-given civil and political rights, black Christians invested heavily in schools, churches, and reform movements such as temperance, hoping their accomplishments in these areas would convince skeptical white citizens of their inherent status as intellectual and ethical equals.
To help fund their educational and religious enterprises, African Americans...
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