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In this intriguing book, historian Ryan Hall examines the history of the Blackfoot (Niitsitapi) people, who consist of the Siksika, Kainai, and Piikani nations, on the northwestern Great Plains during the tumultuous era of the fur trade. From their “strategically important” homelands between the Saskatchewan and Missouri Rivers, Hall argues, the Blackfoot effectively “shaped the diffusion of new technologies” and “played outsiders against one another” to become one of “the most powerful, prosperous, and geographically expansive” Indigenous groups in North America “from the late eighteenth through the mid-nineteenth centuries” (pp. 4–5). Challenging conventional national narratives of Native declension and dependence, Hall's book joins a growing body of scholarship showcasing the power and resiliency of Indigenous people at the periphery of imperial states and nations across the continent.
In Part 1, “Homelands,” Hall provides an overview of Blackfoot history and culture through the eighteenth century. During the 1720s, they first received...
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