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Jenifer Barclay's The Mark of Slavery: Disability, Race, and Gender in Antebellum America stakes an important claim in the growing field of disability history and provides a simultaneously concise and complex analysis of the intersectionality of disability with social categories like race, gender, and class. In addition to reiterating earlier scholarship on the widespread existence of slave disability, and how blackness and disability constructs developed in tandem with one another, the author also shines direct light on “the symbiosis between racism and ableism” (p. 8), emphasizing the reflexivity of both racial and disability constructs. As Barclay argues, “disparaging views of both blackness and disability structured definitions of national identity and freedom, demarcating who could legitimately possess citizenship just as abolitionists and women's rights advocates pressed for its expansion” (p. 9). At the same time, however, the author identifies racism and ableism in various political discourses and describes how both pro-...
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