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A Nation of Immigrants Reconsidered is a terrific anthology of thirteen essays, excavating the fertile history of immigration between 1924 and 1965. Sandwiched between the Quota Act of 1924 and the Immigration Act of 1965, the era has been typically dismissed as “an unremarkable interlude” in immigration history (p. 2). Joining other path-breaking studies, by the editors and especially by Mae Ngai in Impossible Subjects (Princeton, 2004), this volume reveals that a lot was happening in the world of immigration between 1924 and 1965 as “policies were far from fixed” and fiercely contested (p. 2).
The anthology highlights several central themes threaded throughout its three parts: “Policy and Law,” “Labor,” and “Who is a Citizen? Who Belongs?” First, all of the essays attest to the persistence of immigration, despite the draconian 1924 Quota Act that dramatically curtailed immigration to the United States by setting annual numerical caps on admissions, banning...
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