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                            Abstract

This paper explores the function of the description of the erga of Athena, Artemis, and Hestia at the beginning of the Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite. Though praise of the three virgin goddesses initially casts Aphrodite in a less favorable light, in the course of the Hymn Aphrodite’s primary association with unlimited, natural, and instinctive desire undergoes a transformation through which she is linked with the realm of productive love and male succession. Aphrodite’s erga in the end relate more closely to her role in cult and reveal her beneficial relationship with mortals.
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