
            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    




    

    

    
            

 
    


    


    
            
        




            
            
                
                [image: Umbrella Alt Text]
            
                
        
        
            
                
                        
                            
                            [image: Umbrella Alt Text]
                        
                
                Close
            

                    	
                        Home 

                    
                
	
                        Michigan State University Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Michigan State Journals Collection 

                    
                



                
	
                        Penn State University Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Penn State Journals Collection 

                    
                



                
	
                        SBL Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Journal of Biblical Literature 

                    
                



                
	
                        University of Illinois Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Illinois Journals Collection 

                    
                



                
	
                        Duke University Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                



                
	
                        About 

                    
                
	
                        Partners 

                    
                
	
                        For Librarians 

                    
                
	
                        For Agents 

                    
                
	
                        For Publishers 

                    
                
	
                        Sign up for alerts 

                    
                



        
    






        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    header search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            All Scholarly Publishing Collective
University of Illinois Press
Illinois Classical Studies


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

    
        


    
        Cart 
        
        
    

        User Tools Dropdown
    


    


    
        Cart 
        
        
    


    
        Register


    

        
        
            
                
Sign In                
            
            
                

            

        





        

    


    
        

    
        
            
                
                [image: Illinois Classical Studies]
            
        
    


            



            Toggle MenuMenu
            
                        	

                        Issues

                            	

                        Current Issue

                    
                
	

                        All Issues

                    
                



                
	

                        Alerts

                    
                
	

                        Subscribe

                    
                
	

                        For Authors

                    
                
	

                        About

                    
                



            


    
            
                [image: University of Illinois Press]
            
            


        


    



 
    




    
        
            
                Skip Nav Destination
                








    

        
            Close navigation menu
        
        Article navigation


        
    
        


    
        
                    

                Volume 45, Issue 2

                
        


        
Fall 2020        


            


    

    


    
                
            [image: Issue Cover]
                
    

            	
                    Previous Issue
                
	
                    Next Issue
                





 
    

                
        	
            Previous Article
        
	
            Next Article
        


 
    


            



        

    


 
        

    
        
                
        

    
        Article Navigation
    


    
        

    
        



        Research Article|
        October 01 2020





    
                
                    Choral Disrobing in Aristophanes
                


    
                

                                Matthew Farmer

                    

    
        
    Matthew Farmer



    


    
        Haverford College, mfarmer@haverford.edu

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    


                    

                

    
















            
            Illinois Classical Studies (2020) 45 (2): 424–446.

        

        
                
                    
                        https://doi.org/10.5406/illiclasstud.45.2.0424
                    

                


        







    






 
    

    
         
    


    

    	
  
    Views Icon
    
      Views
      
    
  
  	Article contents
	Figures & tables
	Video
	Audio
	Supplementary Data
	Peer Review



	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    
	
      
        Tools Icon
        
          Tools
          
        
      
      	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions
            
        
    

 
    



	

    
        
            Cite Icon
        
        Cite
    


    


  

	
    
        
        Search Site
    







  Citation

  Matthew Farmer; Choral Disrobing in Aristophanes. Illinois Classical Studies 1 October 2020; 45 (2): 424–446. doi: https://doi.org/10.5406/illiclasstud.45.2.0424

  Download citation file:

  	Zotero
	Reference Manager
	EasyBib
	Bookends
	Mendeley
	Papers
	EndNote
	RefWorks
	BibTex






        
            
                toolbar search

    
        

        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    toolbar search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            All Scholarly Publishing Collective
University of Illinois Press
Illinois Classical Studies


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    


            

        

    





    

    
    
        


    


                            Abstract

Five times in the extant comedies of Aristophanes, the members of the chorus remove part or all of their costumes. In this chapter, I seek to provide a new, unifying explanation for the practice of choral stripping: I argue that Aristophanes inherits a pre-comic tradition of choral disrobing, but that he uses moments of choral costume change for specific dramatic purposes within each of his plays. The theatrical audience’s knowledge of the comic tradition of choral disrobing allows Aristophanes to build suspense, to play with audience expectations, and to fulfill or deny the tradition as he sees fit.
                    

        
        


    
        The text of this article is only available as a PDF.
    



        Copyright 2021 by the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois
2021


        

    


 
    

    
        

 
    

                You do not currently have access to this content.


        


    





    


 
    


    
         
    

    
         
    





                




        
                Sign in

    
        
            Don't already have an account? Register
        

    

            
        
                
    
        

    

        
            
                

            

        


        
        
                
                    
                        Client Account

                    

                    
                    
                        You could not be signed in. Please check your email address / username and password and try again.
                    

                    
                        
                            Username / Email address
                            ?
                        
                        
                    

                    
                        Password
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                            
    
                

        
            Could not validate captcha.  Please try again.
        

            
            
    
    
 
    


                            

                        


                    
                        Sign In
                        
                            Forgot password?
                        

                        
                            Don't have an account?
                        

                    


                    
                



                    
                            Sign in via your Institution


                        Sign In
                    




        

    

 
    


                

    
         
    

                    
                    
                
                            
                        

                        

                                    


        

        

    
    
            
                            
                
                    Buy This Digital Article
            

        
    


 
    

            




            
        

    
 
    


        
    
        
    

    

    
        
    

    

    
            

    
    
                Advertisement


            


    

 
    

    
        




    
        
            
                
                    Total Views
                    17
                

                
                    
                        0
                        Pageviews
                    

                    
                        17
                        PDF Downloads
                    

                                    

            

            Since 1/1/2022

        

    

 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            
        Email alerts

        
                    
                        Latest Issue
                    

                                    
                

                Close Modal
            

        

    

 
    

    
            
        Related Articles


        
                
                    Male Stage-Nudity in Aristophanes

                

                
                    Stop Making Sense: The Politics of Aristophanic Madness

                

                
                    The Cult of Peace on the Athenian Stage during the Peloponnesian War: From Euripides’s  Cresphontes  to Aristophanes’s  Peace  and Beyond

                

                
                    Roosters, Cockfighting, and Performing Masculinity in Aristophanes's Plays

                

        

    

 
    


    



 
    


    



 
    


        


    
            

 
    



    
            


 
    



    
 





    
         
    





    
         
    

 
            

        
    

    
    

    
        




    
            

 
    







    
            

 
    






    
            
        
    
            	
                    Issues
                
	
                    Issue Alerts
                
	
                    Subscribe
                
	
                    For Authors
                


            	
                    About This Journal
                


        
    

    
        
            
                [image: University of Illinois Press]
            
    

        

    
        	Online ISSN 2328-5265
	Print ISSN 0363-1923


    

    

 
    





        
    
        



    
    










	Scholarly Publishing Collective
	A Duke University Press initiative
	Phone: (888) 651-0122
	International: +1 (919) 688-5134
	Email: subscriptions@dukeupress.edu








	About
	
    Partners 
	
    for librarians 
	
    for agents 
	
    for publishers
    








	Partners
	Michigan State University Press
	Penn State University Press
	SBL Press
	University of Illinois Press
	Duke University Press
















[image: Scholarly Publishing Collective, An initiative of Duke University Press]

















	©
    
    Duke University Press. All Rights Reserved
	
    Accessibility
    
	
    Legal
    
	
    Privacy
    
	
    Get Adobe Acrobat Reader
    













 
    




        











    
            

 
    




    





    
    


    
        
    

    Close Modal




    
        

    

    Close Modal





    
            
                This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

                Sign In or Create an Account

            



        Close Modal
    




    Close Modal
    
        

    



 
    


    







    
    
























    


    
  
    






    

        
    
    


    
        
    
        This site uses cookies. By continuing to use our website, you are agreeing to our privacy policy.
    

    
        Accept
    

            

    
    

 
    



    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

