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                            Abstract

This paper discusses the use of madness in Aristophanic Comedy, and in particular how it is used as a means of evaluating and interrogating political interventions. The well-known theme of madness in Aristophanes’s Wasps provides the frame. Interpreting Philocleon’s madness has proved problematic because the complexity of comic madness has been under-estimated. Against negative models of madness that dominate in tragedy and in political discourse, madness in comedy can be not only a means of interrogating ideological and political norms, but also a constructive and even heroic form of behavior, which draws on epic and religious associations. Bdelycleon’s attempt to cure his father removes the positive substance and political value that anchors his father’s insanity, which leads to the aporetic finale.
                    

        
        


    
        The text of this article is only available as a PDF.
    



        Copyright 2019 by the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois
2019


        

    


 
    

    
        

 
    

                You do not currently have access to this content.


        


    





    


 
    


    
         
    

    
         
    





                




        
                Sign in

    
        
            Don't already have an account? Register
        

    

            
        
                
    
        

    

        
            
                

            

        


        
        
                
                    
                        Client Account

                    

                    
                    
                        You could not be signed in. Please check your email address / username and password and try again.
                    

                    
                        
                            Username / Email address
                            ?
                        
                        
                    

                    
                        Password
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                            
    
                

        
            Could not validate captcha.  Please try again.
        

            
            
    
    
 
    


                            

                        


                    
                        Sign In
                        
                            Forgot password?
                        

                        
                            Don't have an account?
                        

                    


                    
                



                    
                            Sign in via your Institution


                        Sign In
                    




        

    

 
    


                

    
         
    

                    
                    
                
                            
                        

                        

                                    


        

        

    
    
            
                            
                
                    Buy This Digital Article
            

        
    


 
    

            




            
        

    
 
    


        
    
        
    

    

    
        
    

    

    
            

    
    
                Advertisement


            


    

 
    

    
        




    
        
            
                
                    Total Views
                    3
                

                
                    
                        0
                        Pageviews
                    

                    
                        3
                        PDF Downloads
                    

                                    

            

            Since 12/1/2021

        

    

 
    

    
        
    Citing articles via

    
                    
                Google Scholar
            

            


 
    

    
            
        Email alerts

        
                    
                        Latest Issue
                    

                                    
                

                Close Modal
            

        

    

 
    

    
            
        Related Articles


        
                
                    Political Nosology in Aristophanes’s  Wasps

                

                
                    Costume’s Comic and Intertextual Potential: The Case of Philocleon’s Cloak

                

                
                    Choral Disrobing in Aristophanes

                

                
                    Male Stage-Nudity in Aristophanes

                

        

    

 
    


    



 
    


    



 
    


        


    
            

 
    



    
            


 
    



    
 





    
         
    





    
         
    

 
            

        
    

    
    

    
        




    
            

 
    







    
            

 
    






    
            
        
    
            	
                    Issues
                
	
                    Issue Alerts
                
	
                    Subscribe
                
	
                    For Authors
                


            	
                    About This Journal
                


        
    

    
        
            
                [image: University of Illinois Press]
            
    

        

    
        	Online ISSN 2328-5265
	Print ISSN 0363-1923


    

    

 
    





        
    
        



    
    










	Scholarly Publishing Collective
	A Duke University Press initiative
	Phone: (888) 651-0122
	International: +1 (919) 688-5134
	Email: subscriptions@dukeupress.edu








	About
	
    Partners 
	
    for librarians 
	
    for agents 
	
    for publishers
    








	Partners
	Michigan State University Press
	Penn State University Press
	SBL Press
	University of Illinois Press
	Duke University Press
















[image: Scholarly Publishing Collective, An initiative of Duke University Press]

















	©
    
    Duke University Press. All Rights Reserved
	
    Accessibility
    
	
    Legal
    
	
    Privacy
    
	
    Get Adobe Acrobat Reader
    













 
    




        











    
            

 
    




    





    
    


    
        
    

    Close Modal




    
        

    

    Close Modal





    
            
                This Feature Is Available To Subscribers Only

                Sign In or Create an Account

            



        Close Modal
    




    Close Modal
    
        

    



 
    


    







    
    
























    


    
  
    






    

        
    
    


    
        
    
        This site uses cookies. By continuing to use our website, you are agreeing to our privacy policy.
    

    
        Accept
    

            

    
    

 
    



    

    
            

 
    


    




        
    

