
Afield

Anita Tanner

Just off the highway

in the setting sun

cattle gather on a hill.

My foot lets up

on the gas while

something in me

unhinges. Perhaps
around-the-corner suddenness

or the field's rise

of instant beauty

loosens my grip
on the wheel.

Buxom cattle

graze on blonde grass,

a monarchy

just before winter snows.

Red, russet, brown,

and black mounds,

stark against

the curvature of land,

force a quick intake

of my breath,

a slow, calming

stare coming up
from the dullness

and fatigue

of lost journeys.
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The remainder of miles

the image of cattle

keeps brushing up

against my thinking
like a caress,

all my desires,

far-gone afield,

come gathering in.

ANITA TANNER, raised on a Wyoming farm, lives in Boise, Idaho. She
has always loved writing and reading, and has published a collection of po-
ems, Where Fields Have Been Planted (Kearney, Neb.: Morris Publishing, 1999).

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/dial/article-pdf/37/4/128/1970618/45227651.pdf by guest on 23 April 2024


	Contents
	p. [128]
	p. 129

	Issue Table of Contents
	Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 37, No. 4 (Winter 2004) pp. i-xvi, 1-205
	Front Matter
	LETTERS TO THE EDITOR [pp. v-xvi]
	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Embodied Mormonism: Performance, Vodou and the LDS Faith in Haiti [pp. 1-34]
	Toward a "Marriage Group" of Contemporary Mormon Short Stories [pp. 35-65]
	[Illustration] [pp. 66-66]
	Ecclesiastical Polity and the Challenge of Homosexuality: Two Cases of Divergence within the Mormon Tradition [pp. 67-89]
	"Who Shall Sing If Not the Children?": Primary Songbooks, 1880-1989 [pp. 90-127]

	POETRY
	Afield [pp. 128-129]

	PERSONAL VOICES
	An Interview with David Sjodahl King [pp. 130-167]

	POETRY
	Eve's Offering [pp. 168-168]

	FICTION
	At Bay [pp. 169-182]

	[Illustration] [pp. 183-183]
	POETRY
	The Meadow [pp. 184-185]

	[Illustration] [pp. 186-186]
	FICTION
	Salvation [pp. 187-193]

	REVIEWS
	The Province of the Extreme [pp. 194-198]
	Not a Coveyesque Self-Help Book [pp. 198-200]
	A Motherless Son Sings the Blues [pp. 201-203]

	POETRY
	Yahrzeit [pp. 204-205]

	Back Matter



