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Edward H. Ashment earned a B.A. in History and Anthropology from
Brigham Young University where subsequently he began graduate work
in Ancient Studies and was for two years a religion instructor, teaching
Book of Abraham, Book of Mormon, and Old Testament. He transferred
to a Ph.D. program in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations at the University of Chicago, majoring in Egyptian philol-
ogy with a minor in Hebrew and was admitted to candidacy in 1978.
While at the University of Chicago, he developed the Scripture Transla-
tion Research program for the Translation Division of the LDS Church
and thereafter worked as the Supervisor of Scripture Translation Re-
search. He has developed exegeses (translator's guides) and a lexicon for
the LDS Scriptures. Presently he is reviving his dissertation, a study of
ancient Egyptian underworld books from the New Kingdom. Mr. Ash-
ment has also authored several articles analyzing the historicity of Mor-
mon scriptures.

David H. Bailey served a mission to Hong Kong where he assisted in the
translation of the Doctrine and Covenants into Chinese. After returning
home, he graduated from BYU and then in 1976 received a Ph.D. in mathe-
matics from Stanford University. He has authored two Dialogue articles on
science and Mormonism and has frequently contributed to Sunstone Sym-
posia. He and his wife Linda are the parents of four daughters and reside in
Alamo, California.

Claudia L. Bushman teaches history and American Studies at Columbia
University in the City of New York. Her most recent book, In Old Vir-
ginia , is a study of farming and society in Antebellum Virginia, based on
the diaries of that "poor illiterate worm," John Walker, published in Jan-
uary 2002. She is a determined observer of and participant in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is currently writing about the re-
cent church for a series of books about contemporary religion published
by Columbia University Press.

Bessie Soderborg Clark began writing stories 25 years ago to entertain
her grandchildren. Recollections of her life provide the basis for her
essay. She has personally known seven generations of her family, begin-
ning with her Mormon pioneer great-grandfather. Bessie graduated with
her B. A. degree on the same day her daughter Sherri, the third child of
six, graduated from high school. She earned an M. Ed. in educational
psychology several years later. Wanderlust has taken her and her hus-
band of 60 years, Marden Clark, to every continent except Antarctica, in-
cluding the world's northernmost city, Hammerfest, Norway, and south-
ernmost city, Ushuia, Chile. They lived a year in Finland, and both
taught a year at Qingdao University in the People's Republic of China.
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Rebecca de Schweinitz is a Ph.D. candidate in U.S. History at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. She has taught courses at Brigham Young University
on U.S. Women's History, the Civil Rights Movement, and Childhood in
American History. She currently lives in Eagle Lake, Maine, with her
husband Peter and son Benjamin

Bradley J. Cook holds a doctorate in Middle East Studies from the Uni-
versity of Oxford and M.A. and B.A. degrees from Stanford University in
Education and International Relations. He is currently the Vice President
of College Relations at Utah Valley State College. He lives in Provo,
Utah, with his wife Terri and his two children, Sam and Cairo. He has
published in such peer-reviewed journals as Comparative Education
Review, Middle East Affairs Journal, Compare, International Review of Edu-
cation, among others. He is currently working on a book examining
Islamic educational thought through the writings of classical Islamic
philosophers

C. Gary Lobb is Professor of Geography and Latin American studies at
California State University. Born in Salt Lake City, he earned a B.A. from
the University of Utah, a Ph.D. from the University of California, Berke-
ley, Northridge, and he lives in Chatsworth, California, with his wife
Ann Vest.

Robert Patterson first developed an interest in Near East history in 1978
when he participated in the BYU Study Abroad program in Jerusalem.
After serving a two-year mission in France, he returned to Israel and
spent six months on a kibbutz, studying modern Hebrew. He holds a
Masters degree from the University of Utah in medical informatics. His
diverse publications include articles on Esperanto, chocolate addiction,
and an analysis of medical care provided to the family of Homer J. Simp-
son. Currently he works as a general surgeon in Roosevelt, Utah.

Dennis Potter teaches philosophy and is Program Coordinator for Reli-
gious Studies in The Center for the Study of Ethics at Utah Valley State
College. He recently organized the Mormon Philosophy Conference to
be held at UVSC on March 25th. He is also the editor of element : an e-

journal of Morman philosophy and theology.

Gregory A. Prince is President and CEO of Virion Systems, Inc., a Mary-
land biotechnology company. His first book, Power From on High : The De-
velopment of Mormon Priesthood (Signature Books), was published in 1995.
The current article is part of his forthcoming biography of David O.
McKay.
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Robert K. Ritner is currently Associate Professor of Egyptology at the
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago and was from 1991-1996
the first Marilyn M. Simpson Assistant Professor of Egyptology at Yale
University. Dr. Ritner is the author of the book "The Mechanics of An-
cient Egyptian Magical Practice" and of over 100 publications on Egypt-
ian religion, magic, medicine, language, and literature as well as social
and political history. He has lectured extensively on each of these topics
throughout the United States, Europe, and Egypt. A specialist in Egypt's
Ptolemaic Period, Dr. Ritner is the sole academic advisor for the Ameri-
can installation of the British Museum exhibit "Cleopatra of Egypt: From
History to Myth."

Bryan R. Warnick is a doctoral student in Philosophy of Education at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Cherie Woodworth has a PhD in Russian and Medieval history from
Yale University, and currently teaches as a lecturer in the Yale History
Department. Previous stories and essays have appeared in Sunstone, Dia-
logue , and Exponent II. This memoir was given as part of a talk in the
New Haven 2nd Ward.
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