The Time Traveler

Comes to Cana

M. Shayne Bell

So I went to Cana and spent Sabbath

in that house, their guest, before the wedding.
The daughter spoke with joy of her marriage;
the mother sat impatient—Sabbath’s end

the time for her to cook what food they had;

the father counted too few flasks of wine

again and again, too few for his guests.

I would have given money: I had it,

Roman drachmas hidden in bags of wrapped
cups they thought I traded in Galilee.

“Take these cups,” I told them. “Serve the wine you
have in them.” And they marvelled at the cups’
craftsmanship, and I never explained they

were mass-produced in Mexico. Not one

cup survived to become a new relic:

I traced all twelve cups to the dumping grounds
outside Cana, all broken in three years,
fragments thrown out as if they meant nothing.

So the wedding day came slowly for us.
Then He came, and His mother. She and He
sat at a table like all the others.

I thought: He did miracles. I'd proven that
when I'd wandered through Judea two years
after His undoubted crucifixion,

hearing secondhand accounts of His work:
so many thousands had seen Him, had heard
His words. Some few had seen Him heal lepers
or the blind. I talked to a once blind girl

who wept to tell me how He spit on dirt

to make mud with which He anointed her
eyes; she wiped it off and saw His face first.

I could never find the lepers. Not one,
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once cured, ever admitted to that cure,
ever said, “but for Him I'd be unclean.”

So we ate and drank that day, at that wedding,
and I thought: He did miracles. I thought:

I have come so far to see one. I thought:

Will He know? Will He know how far I've come,
or how quickly after I got permission,

or how many years I tried for permission?
And I thought: would He do it with me here?
Or would He wait till some other wedding

in Cana? I knew the sequence of events,

if I could trust the one evangelist,

but when the wine ran out, I, impatient,

called for more, as if I were drunk, as if

there were more wine, and when the father brought

what he thought would be water and poured it
apologetically in empty cups

I heard the growing murmurs of surprise.

I held my cup a long time, watching Him,
before I tasted what was in the cup.

202 I1dy g1 uo 1senb Aq Jpd'ze0822SY/L L7296 L/1X//LZ/4pd-1o1e/[e1p/din/Bio eAnds|j006ulysiigndAjiejoyos)/:dpy wouy papeojumoq



	Contents
	p. xi
	p. xii

	Issue Table of Contents
	Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 27, No. 4 (Winter 1994) pp. i-xii, 1-210
	Front Matter
	LETTERS [pp. iv-x]
	POETRY
	The Time Traveler Comes to Cana [pp. xi-xii]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Ethnicity, Diversity, and Conflict [pp. 1-12]

	[Illustration] [pp. 13-13]
	POETRY
	Snows [pp. 14-14]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Uprooting and Rerooting: An Immigrant's Escapades in Mormon Utah [pp. 15-27]

	POETRY
	1844 [pp. 28-28]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Relief Society and Church Welfare: The Brazilian Experience [pp. 29-38]

	POETRY
	Cap Meets the Prophet Brigham [pp. 39-39]

	[Illustration] [pp. 40-40]
	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	The Fading Curse of Cain: Mormonism in South Africa [pp. 41-56]
	Taiwan Trilogy [pp. 57-76]

	POETRY
	Naked [pp. 77-78]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	"No Respecter of Persons": A Mormon Ethics of Diversity [pp. 79-100]
	[Illustration] [pp. 101-101]

	POETRY
	The Violent Woman [pp. 102-102]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Lucifer's Legacy [pp. 103-107]
	[Illustration] [pp. 108-108]
	The More We Get Together [pp. 109-119]
	[Illustration] [pp. 120-120]

	SCRIPTURAL STUDIES
	The Continuing Quest for the Historical Jesus [pp. 121-123]
	The Sabbath Day: To Heal or Not to Heal [pp. 124-147]
	Did Jesus Heal Simon's Mother-in-law of a Fever? [pp. 148-158]

	NOTES AND COMMENTS
	Chaotic Matter: Eugene England's "The Dawning of a Brighter Day" [pp. 159-162]
	A Look at Ephesians 2:8-9 [pp. 163-164]

	POETRY
	Bathing a Child [pp. 165-165]

	[Illustration] [pp. 166-166]
	FICTION
	Nei Wei [pp. 167-173]
	[Illustration] [pp. 174-174]
	Dust to Dust: A Mormon Folktale [pp. 175-184]

	POETRY
	Basilica [pp. 185-185]

	[Illustration] [pp. 186-186]
	REVIEWS
	The Divine Transmutation [pp. 187-191]
	Mormon Angels in America [pp. 191-197]
	"Critical" Book of Mormon Scholarship [pp. 197-206]

	[Illustration] [pp. 207-207]
	POETRY
	Toldot/Generations [pp. 208-208]

	CONTRIBUTORS [pp. 209-210]
	[ABOUT THE ARTIST/ART CREDITS]
	Back Matter



