Manna in the Desert

Tom Riley

“The satisfaction brought by morning dew

is more than human stomachs can endure,”

the men insist, hoping that they will die.

“The satisfaction brought by morning dew

makes a great famine of the earthly day,

makes the heart wish for more than man should dare:
the satisfaction brought by morning dew

is more than human stomachs can endure.”

TOM RILEY has published numerous poems in journals ranging from Light to Theology
Today. He currently teaches English, history, Latin, and Greek at Kolbe Academy in Napa,
California.
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