The Mistake of the Psycholinguists

Karla Bennion

They say people nominalize too much.

We tell ourselves, “I am in pain,”

instead of simply, “I hurt.”

“Pain is not a prison you're locked in,” they say.
“You hurt because you choose to hurt,

and you can choose to not hurt.”

They are wrong.

Pain is a small metal capsule or container
implanted just behind my heart—

I feel it when I breathe or swallow.
Painted gray green (the paint peels),
Cold and rusty,

It’s filled with bitter liquid

distilled from blood or gall or tears.

It precludes singing, running, or dancing
And stops me from saying certain words.
I don’t think it is poisoning me.

I can still live years

with it there in my chest.

As she lay under the knife

and the fetal monitor slowed to silence,
he prayed, “Bless the baby,”

and was poured full of love and peace
and reassurance.

But the baby was dead.

God demands the long view.

KARLA BENNION is a student in the clinical psychology program at BYU and works as an
intern at the Utah State Hospital. She is married to writer John Bennion, and they have four
children.

202 Iudy 60 uo 3senb Aq jpd'5¥8/225/0£996 /05 L/2/SZ/4Pd-elonie/jelp/din/Bio-enos|oobulysiigndApeloyos)/:diy woly pepeojumoq



	Contents
	p. [150]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 25, No. 2 (Summer 1992) pp. 1-184
	Front Matter
	LETTERS [pp. 4-11]
	[Illustration] [pp. 12-12]
	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	The Wake of a Media Crisis: Guilt by Association or Innocence by Proclamation? [pp. 13-24]
	Wilford Woodruff and the Mormon Reformation of 1855-57 [pp. 25-39]

	POETRY
	Coney Island Hymn: Shore [pp. 40-40]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Thoughts on Mormonism in Latin America [pp. 41-53]
	Sexual Hegemony and Mormon Women: Seeing Ourselves in the Bambara Mirror [pp. 54-71]
	[Illustration] [pp. 72-72]
	The Extraordinary in the Ordinary: Women's Stories, Women's Lives [pp. 73-81]

	POETRY
	My Mormon Grandmother [pp. 82-82]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Hazardous Duty, Combat Pay: Working in the Primary [pp. 83-105]

	[Illustration] [pp. 106-106]
	PERSONAL VOICES
	Making Sense of Suffering [pp. 107-116]
	Out in Left Field (A true story) [pp. 117-120]
	Form and Integrity [pp. 121-127]

	POETRY
	Art and Half a Cake [pp. 128-130]

	PERSONAL VOICES
	Wild Blossoms of Faith [pp. 131-135]
	[Illustration] [pp. 136-136]
	Because I Was a Sister Missionary [pp. 137-149]

	POETRY
	The Mistake of the Psycholinguists [pp. 150-150]

	PERSONAL VOICES
	Glimmers and Glitches in Zion [pp. 151-157]

	POETRY
	When I Swam for the Utah Valley Dolphins [pp. 158-158]

	FICTION
	Ziontales: An Excerpt [pp. 159-164]

	REVIEWS
	Reappraisal of a Classic [pp. 165-166]
	I Laugh, Therefore I Am [pp. 166-167]
	The Survival of New Religious Movements [pp. 167-169]
	Celebrations [pp. 169-171]
	Unnatural History [pp. 171-175]

	BRIEF NOTICE [pp. 176-176]
	Index to Volume 24, 1991: Author, Subject, and Title Index [pp. 177-184]
	[ABOUT THE ARTIST/ART CREDITS]
	Back Matter



