
Fall Canker

In October, rose blight
overran the roots and stems,

flecks infecting the skin
like scabs or tiny cancers.
Still, the night he died,

your crimson-tipped buds,
pronged the vitiated light.
You hovered in the dark hush
of a room filled with flowers

and the presence of the dead,

and everyone marveled.
But, young, at odds with life,
and bewildered by such easy
grace, how could I accept
your faith, unless I'd seen

your pain, your terror?
Two years now. Mother,
the canker this fall
has taken the rose buds.

Only so much corrupt life

can be cropped away by cold,
well-meaning shears.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/dial/article-pdf/22/2/76/1959706/45225760.pdf by guest on 09 April 2024


	Contents
	p. [76]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Summer 1989) pp. 1-160
	Front Matter
	IN THIS ISSUE [pp. 4-4]
	LETTERS [pp. 5-17]
	[Illustration] [pp. 18-18]
	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Why the King James Version?: From the Common to the Official Bible of Mormonism [pp. 19-42]
	[Illustration] [pp. 43-43]
	Explorations in Mormon Social Character: Beyond the Liahona and Iron Rod [pp. 44-74]

	POETRY
	Three Poems for My Mother
	Three Poems for My Mother [pp. 75-75]
	Fall Canker [pp. 76-76]
	A Place for Roses [pp. 77-77]


	[Illustration] [pp. 78-78]
	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Fawn Brodie and Her Quest for Independence [pp. 79-95]
	[Illustration] [pp. 96-96]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Life in Zion after Conversion: Hazed or Hailed?
	Toward a More Mature View [pp. 97-101]
	Beached on the Wasatch Front: Probing the Us and Them Paradigm [pp. 101-113]
	A Mormon Out of Misunderstanding? [pp. 113-118]


	PERSONAL VOICES
	Sunset Ward [pp. 119-130]

	FICTION
	Grandma's Dying [pp. 131-137]

	POETRY
	Two Fishermen in Hong Kong [pp. 138-138]
	The Lord's Table [pp. 139-139]

	[Illustration] [pp. 140-140]
	REVIEWS
	Mormon Woman Historian [pp. 141-142]
	A Prophet's Progress [pp. 142-143]
	Drowning in Excess [pp. 144-146]
	The RLDS Conference [pp. 146-148]
	Not Quite a Complete Meal [pp. 148-151]
	Mormonism, Magic, and Masonry: The Damning Similarities [pp. 151-153]

	BRIEF NOTICES [pp. 153-153]
	Index to Volume 21, 1988: Author, Subject, and Title Index [pp. 154-160]
	Back Matter



