
Hughes Family Reunion
Gloria Tester

Southern Illinois in sweltering and wet summer.
Thunder and the whippoorwill sing strange
duets at night.
From southwestern deserts to the closest

farmhouse, we gather.

We are many kinds of people around this common name:
the girls' team and the boys' team playing
tug-o-war over a mud puddle ;
the sister come to say all is forgiven ;
the grandfather bent with pain;
parents of just-married children;
parents newly single, grieving or, sometimes, walking taller in a

new-found freedom;

the loudly ill, the fanatically well, and
the serene.

And there is food,

brought from ordered kitchens, or fashioned on cluttered
counters with

pride and love;
fresh-snapped beans; sturdy ears of corn;
beef, carrots and potatoes in gra vied, peppery stews ;
bread, basic as life and love ;
mounds of chicken, fried - what other way? - and
pies with airy crusts and juicy fillings ;
and milk, fresh and foamy.

It's all mine, this reunion :
Grandma's advice, the cry of my days-old cousin.
I bring gifts of cactus jelly and take home
cake and an old hymn relearned.
I come here, weep and sing, small-talk and rhapsodize,
until in dreams I drink a cool, sweet blend of

country strength and city change that
is my truest heirloom.

GLORIA TESTER is a member of the Los Altos First Ward in California and does volun-
teer work with the Girl Scouts and the Community Association for the Retarded in Palo
Alto. She works as a word processor operator.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/dial/article-pdf/21/2/15/1959146/45225617.pdf by guest on 18 April 2024


	Contents
	p. [15]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Summer 1988) pp. 1-176
	Front Matter
	IN THIS ISSUE [pp. 4-4]
	LETTERS [pp. 5-12]
	1987 Dialogue Writing Award Winners [pp. 13-13]
	[Illustration] [pp. 14-14]
	POETRY
	Hughes Family Reunion [pp. 15-15]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Hugh B. Brown: The Early Years [pp. 16-28]
	"Dear Sister Zina . . . Dear Brother Hugh. . ." [pp. 29-50]
	The Crisis in Europe and Hugh B. Brown's First Mission Presidency [pp. 51-59]
	[Illustration] [pp. 60-60]
	Scientific Foundations of Mormon Theology [pp. 61-80]
	Adam's Navel [pp. 81-97]
	Messages from Two Cultures: Mormon Leaders in France, 1985 [pp. 98-111]
	[Illustration] [pp. 112-112]
	Mormonism and Eastern Mysticism [pp. 113-126]

	POETRY
	To a Modern Isaac [pp. 127-127]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	On Building the Kingdom with Dialogue [pp. 128-134]
	Dialogue's Valuable Service for LDS Intellectuals [pp. 134-136]
	To Give the Heart: Some Reflections on Dialogue [pp. 137-140]
	A Tribute to Dialogue [pp. 140-142]

	[Illustration] [pp. 143-143]
	POETRY
	August 6 [pp. 144-145]

	NOTES AND COMMENTS
	Why Were Scholars Misled? What Can We Learn from This? [pp. 146-148]
	Who Came in Second? [pp. 149-154]

	POETRY
	Winton Night Walks [pp. 155-155]

	[Illustration] [pp. 156-156]
	REVIEWS
	Mormon Magic [pp. 157-159]
	Seasoned Saints [pp. 159-161]
	God's Hand in Mormon History [pp. 161-163]
	A Life Well-Shared [pp. 163-165]
	Women Coping [pp. 165-166]
	Livre d'Artiste [pp. 166-168]

	BRIEF NOTICES [pp. 168-168]
	Dialogue: Volume 20, 1987 Subject, Title, and Author Index [pp. 169-176]
	Back Matter



