
To a Modern Isaac

C. L. Christensen

I'm no Abraham.

I've bowed to a few idols in my day -
Just somewhat unintentioned.
Sacrificing children to idols
Is a little crass,

And might have caught my attention.
But low grades didn't pass
My threshold of pain.
Threatening to leave is
An attention scheme.

It'll pass ; ignore it -
Or really, ignore you.

There is no need of an altar

On that lonely mount, with you.
You wouldn't lie there.
I couldn't raise the knife.

Only I could lie on the altar,
Not knowing if you would plunge the knife.
Not knowing if God would have you do it.
And if so, why.

C. L. Christensen is a CPA and holds an M.A. in English from the University of Utah. He
lives in south Davis County with three of his six children.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://scholarlypublishingcollective.org/uip/dial/article-pdf/21/2/127/1959138/45225627.pdf by guest on 18 April 2024


	Contents
	p. [127]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Summer 1988) pp. 1-176
	Front Matter
	IN THIS ISSUE [pp. 4-4]
	LETTERS [pp. 5-12]
	1987 Dialogue Writing Award Winners [pp. 13-13]
	[Illustration] [pp. 14-14]
	POETRY
	Hughes Family Reunion [pp. 15-15]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	Hugh B. Brown: The Early Years [pp. 16-28]
	"Dear Sister Zina . . . Dear Brother Hugh. . ." [pp. 29-50]
	The Crisis in Europe and Hugh B. Brown's First Mission Presidency [pp. 51-59]
	[Illustration] [pp. 60-60]
	Scientific Foundations of Mormon Theology [pp. 61-80]
	Adam's Navel [pp. 81-97]
	Messages from Two Cultures: Mormon Leaders in France, 1985 [pp. 98-111]
	[Illustration] [pp. 112-112]
	Mormonism and Eastern Mysticism [pp. 113-126]

	POETRY
	To a Modern Isaac [pp. 127-127]

	ARTICLES AND ESSAYS
	On Building the Kingdom with Dialogue [pp. 128-134]
	Dialogue's Valuable Service for LDS Intellectuals [pp. 134-136]
	To Give the Heart: Some Reflections on Dialogue [pp. 137-140]
	A Tribute to Dialogue [pp. 140-142]

	[Illustration] [pp. 143-143]
	POETRY
	August 6 [pp. 144-145]

	NOTES AND COMMENTS
	Why Were Scholars Misled? What Can We Learn from This? [pp. 146-148]
	Who Came in Second? [pp. 149-154]

	POETRY
	Winton Night Walks [pp. 155-155]

	[Illustration] [pp. 156-156]
	REVIEWS
	Mormon Magic [pp. 157-159]
	Seasoned Saints [pp. 159-161]
	God's Hand in Mormon History [pp. 161-163]
	A Life Well-Shared [pp. 163-165]
	Women Coping [pp. 165-166]
	Livre d'Artiste [pp. 166-168]

	BRIEF NOTICES [pp. 168-168]
	Dialogue: Volume 20, 1987 Subject, Title, and Author Index [pp. 169-176]
	Back Matter



