
            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    




    

    

    
            

 
    


    


    
            
        




            
            
                
                [image: Umbrella Alt Text]
            
                
        
        
            
                
                        
                            
                            [image: Umbrella Alt Text]
                        
                
                Close
            

                    	
                        Home 

                    
                
	
                        Michigan State University Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Michigan State Journals Collection 

                    
                



                
	
                        Penn State University Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Penn State Journals Collection 

                    
                



                
	
                        SBL Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Journal of Biblical Literature 

                    
                



                
	
                        University of Illinois Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                
	
                        Illinois Journals Collection 

                    
                



                
	
                        Duke University Press 

                            	
                        Publisher Home 

                    
                
	
                        Browse Journals 

                    
                



                
	
                        About 

                    
                
	
                        Partners 

                    
                
	
                        For Librarians 

                    
                
	
                        For Agents 

                    
                
	
                        For Publishers 

                    
                
	
                        Sign up for alerts 

                    
                



        
    






        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    header search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            All Scholarly Publishing Collective
University of Illinois Press
American Philosophical Quarterly


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

    
        


    
        Cart 
        
        
    

        User Tools Dropdown
    


    


    
        Cart 
        
        
    


    
        Register


    

        
        
            
                
Sign In                
            
            
                

            

        





        

    


    
        

    
        
            
                
                [image: American Philosophical Quarterly]
            
        
    


            



            Toggle MenuMenu
            
                        	

                        Issues

                            	

                        Current Issue

                    
                
	

                        All Issues

                    
                



                
	

                        Alerts

                    
                
	

                        Subscribe

                    
                
	

                        For Authors

                    
                
	

                        About

                    
                



            


    
            
                [image: University of Illinois Press]
            
            


        


    



 
    




    
        
            
                Skip Nav Destination
                








    

        
            Close navigation menu
        
        Article navigation


        
    
        


    
        
                    

                Volume 57, Issue 1

                
        


        
January 2020        


            


    

    


    
                
            [image: Issue Cover]
                
    

            	
                    Previous Issue
                
	
                    Next Issue
                





 
    

                
        	
            Previous Article
        
	
            Next Article
        


 
    


            



        

    


 
        

    
        
                
        

    
        Article Navigation
    


    
        

    
        



        Research Article|
        January 01 2020





    
                
                    WHY CONSTITUTIVE MECHANISTIC EXPLANATION CANNOT BE CAUSAL: HIGHLIGHTING NEEDED THEORETICAL PROJECTS AND THEIR CONSTRAINTS
                


    
                

                                Carl Gillett

                    

    
        
    Carl Gillett



    



    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    This Site



    
        Google
    


                    

                

    
















            
            American Philosophical Quarterly (2020) 57 (1): 31–50.

        

        
                
                    
                        https://doi.org/10.2307/48570644
                    

                


        







    






 
    

    
         
    


    

    	
  
    Views Icon
    
      Views
      
    
  
  	Article contents
	Figures & tables
	Video
	Audio
	Supplementary Data
	Peer Review



	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    
	
      
        Tools Icon
        
          Tools
          
        
      
      	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions
            
        
    

 
    



	

    
        
            Cite Icon
        
        Cite
    


    


  

	
    
        
        Search Site
    







  Citation

  Carl Gillett; WHY CONSTITUTIVE MECHANISTIC EXPLANATION CANNOT BE CAUSAL: HIGHLIGHTING NEEDED THEORETICAL PROJECTS AND THEIR CONSTRAINTS. American Philosophical Quarterly 1 January 2020; 57 (1): 31–50. doi: https://doi.org/10.2307/48570644

  Download citation file:

  	Zotero
	Reference Manager
	EasyBib
	Bookends
	Mendeley
	Papers
	EndNote
	RefWorks
	BibTex






        
            
                toolbar search

    
        

        
            Search Dropdown Menu
        

    
        
            
                
                    toolbar search
                    
                        search input
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            Search input auto suggest
                        
                        
                        

                    

                        
                            
                                filter your search
                            
                            All Scholarly Publishing Collective
University of Illinois Press
American Philosophical Quarterly


                        

                    
                        Search
                    

                

            

        


    Advanced Search

    


    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    


            

        

    





    

    
    
        


    


                            Abstract

In his “New Consensus” on explanation, Wesley Salmon (1989) famously argued that there are two kinds of scientific explanation: global, derivational, and unifying explanations, and then local, ontic explanations backed by causal relations. Following Salmon’s New Consensus, the dominant view in philosophy of science is what I term “neo-Causalism” which assumes that all ontic explanations of singular fact/event are causal explanations backed by causal relations, and that scientists only search for causal patterns or relations and only offer causal explanations of singular facts/events. I argue that there are foundational, and fatal, flaws in the neo-Causal picture. The relations backing constitutive mechanistic explanations of activities of wholes using activities of parts, as well as other species of compositional explanation, cannot be causal relations. Treating them as causal or causation-like is therefore plausibly a category mistake. Compositional explanations in the sciences represent instead a sui generis kind of ontic explanation of singular fact/event backed by sui generis compositional relations. We thus need a pluralistic revision of Salmon’s New Consensus on explanation to reflect these findings.
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