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Edward De Bono expressed a sentiment shared by many thinkers and writers who have looked under the cognitive hood. My Facebook feed recently showed a “philo quote,” now lost, with Bertrand Russell saying that the thinking man (person) holds reasoned beliefs and is willing to abandon them in light of new evidence. Karl Popper's (1962) entire theory of science sits on the notion that beliefs are rather conjectures we should be ready to exchange for better ones. The Bayesian school of thought formalizes the interplay of belief and evidence, a philosophy that itself does not appear to be open to refutation given its advocates’ fierce loyalty to it (Lindley, 1975).
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