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Once upon a time about five hundred million years ago a tadpole lookalike creature swam the ocean depths. It was the juvenile phase of an ancient sea squirt, sometimes referred to as a tunicate. Its job at this developmental stage was to find a suitable rock on the ocean floor to anchor down upon and morph into an adult sea squirt. This adult form would spend the rest of its life attached to that rock, passively feeding on what passing currents would bring its way. Not a bad life. But that's not the end of our story, it's just the beginning. Because a very strange twist occurs in this tale. Some say it's apocryphal, others say an exaggeration, but I think it might be true. Give or take.
One day an enterprising juvenile tunicate decided not to settle down on a rock; it just kept swimming. And swimming. It got...
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