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I enjoyed Joachim Krueger's thoughtful and good-natured review of Rationality. As fellow students of rationality and irrationality, including self-serving biases, neither of us will be surprised that I wish to defend myself in the face of some of his gentle critical remarks.
Krueger suggests that I anchored my story in the mainstream heuristics-and-biases school of reasoning. But members of that school beg to differ: Some have given me a hard time for being too nice to their adversaries such as Gerd Gigerenzer, Ralph Hertwig, Daniel Kahan, and Leda Cosmides. While acknowledging the monumental contributions of Tversky, Kahneman, Slovic, and others, my own portrait of the human mind is more charitable to our species than the bag-of-biases and reflexive-caveman images that are often associated with that school. Starting from the first chapter, in which I tout the rationality of the San hunter–gatherers of the Kalahari (including their Bayesian reasoning), I present...
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